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Advanced Placement ®: The Basics

▪ AP® courses are college-level courses offered in high school

▪ Courses reflect what is taught in introductory college courses

▪ Students take AP Exams at the end of the course in May, measuring their 
mastery of college-level work

▪ AP Exams are scored on a 5 point scale with 1 indicating “no 
recommendation” and 5 indicating a rating of “extremely well qualified”

▪ A score of 3 or higher on an AP Exam can potentially earn students college 
credit and/or placement into advanced courses in college



AP® Courses Offered at Pacific Grove High School

▪ Arts: AP Art and Design Program:  2-D Art and Design, 2-D Art and Design Photography, 
AP Drawing, 3-D Art and Design

▪ English: English Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition

▪ History and Social Sciences: Human Geography, Psychology, United States Government 
and Politics, United States History, World History

▪ Mathematics and Computer Science: Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Computer Science A, 
Statistics

▪ Sciences: Environmental Science, Physics C: Mechanics

▪ World languages: French Language and Culture, Spanish Language and Culture



AP®: An Engaging Learning Experience

▪ Students learn introductory college-level content and skills

▪ AP courses can be interesting and rewarding academic experiences

▪ High expectations for critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evidence, multiple 
perspectives, and clear written and verbal communications

▪ More time in and out of the classroom is required to complete assignments and 
projects

▪ Opportunity to potentially earn credit and placement in college based on AP exam 
score

▪ Taking AP courses is one factor evaluated in the college admission process



AP® Exams

▪ AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in May each year

▪ May 2-13, 2022

▪ Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:
▪ Multiple-choice questions

▪ Free-response items such as essays, problem-solving, document-based questions, and 
oral response

▪ The exam fee for 2022 is $96 per exam

▪ The College Board offers a $34 fee reduction per exam for eligible students with financial 
need.

▪ Financial need should not prevent a student from taking an AP Exam. Contact the PGHS 
Counseling Office for additional assistance.



2022 AP Examination Dates



Credit and Placement Opportunities

Each college and university has its own policies regarding AP® credit and 
placement. The College Board offers information about AP credit at thousands of 
colleges and universities at www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.

▪ Search by school name or alphabetically

▪ Data for each school includes a direct link to that school’s Web page 
detailing AP credit and placement policies

▪ A statement from the college or university about its AP policy

http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy






I have NO IDEA what college I am going to attend 
in 4 years so is it worth it to take an AP Class?

Yes! Taking AP courses can be 
very rewarding and help 
students develop as learners.  
Let your interest in the 
subject area, the load of your 
schedule, your outside 
activities, and your 
commitment to a more 
rigorous course drive your 
decision to take an AP.



College Board Supports and Procedural Changes 

▪ College Board implemented changes in August 2019.  Additional resources now 
include:
▪ AP question banks

▪ AP Dashboard

▪ AP Daily Videos

▪ Unit guides

▪ Personal progress checks

▪ Digitally activated AP student accounts in the Fall

▪ NEW Fall Registration dates that close in November



Honors Courses Offered at Pacific Grove High School

▪Honors English 1

▪Honors English 2

▪Honors English 3

▪Honors Integrated Math 2

▪Honors Integrated Math 3

▪Honors Chemistry 



Similarities between Honors and AP courses

▪ Students enrolled in Honors/AP classes need to be motivated, self-driven students with 

strong study skills to meet these more rigorous courses' time and organizational demands.  

▪ There is an increased time commitment in order to complete assignments and projects.

▪ Both Honors and AP courses are heavily discussion based and thus attendance is crucial to 
success in these courses.

▪ Reading outside of class is one of the most important keys to success in Honors/AP courses.

▪ Honors and AP courses are awarded weighted GPA points at Pacific Grove High School.



Are AP/Honors Classes worth more credits? 
What is Weighted GPA? 

▪ PGHS classes are worth 5 credits per semester regardless of whether they are a 
grade level course or an AP/Honors class.

▪ Unweighted GPA is measured on a scale of 0 to 4.0. The difficulty of coursework is 
not taken into account.  An unweighted GPA represents an A as a 4.0 whether 
earned in an Honors class, AP class, or Grade Level class.

▪ High schools often use Weighted GPA to represent students’ academic 
accomplishments better.  Weighted GPA takes into account course difficulty and 
assigns an additional point to the Weighted GPA scale. Therefore, a B in an AP class is 
worth  4 points on a Weighted GPA scale, while an A in a grade-level class is also 
worth 4 GPA points on an Unweighted GPA scale.



UCs/CSUs only calculate GPA from the Sophomore and Junior years 
and allows a maximum of 4 year long classes (or 8 semesters) of 
weighted GPA course work in the overall GPA calculation.

Unweighted GPA Scale

A 4 points

B 3 points

C 2 points

D 1 point

F 0 points

Weighted GPA Scale

A 5 points

B 4 points

C 3 points

D 1 point

F 0 points

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/gpa-requirement.html

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/gpa-requirement.html


Differences between Honors and AP courses

▪ Honors curriculum is advanced high school level coursework, while AP curriculum 
mirrors early college-level curriculum.

▪ AP textbooks and writing expectations are at the introductory college level.

▪ Honors courses do not take the AP Exam in May.

▪ Therefore, honors courses are not awarded college credit based on a summary 
examination.



Should I take an AP® and/or Honors course?

▪ Absolutely! 

▪ Are you interested in the subject?

▪ What is your motivation for taking the course?

▪ Do you have independent organization and time management skills?

▪ What other demands do you have on your time?  Activities, music, sports, 
community service, family activities and commitments, etc.?

▪ Do you have a Growth Mindset regarding grading?  Are you prepared for a 
challenging educational setting, which often includes receiving grades that reflect 
emerging skills?   



Frequently Asked Questions regarding AP/Honors 
Courses

▪ Is there a limit to the number of AP/Honors courses a student can take per year?
▪ Each student is unique and individual regarding the number of advanced courses they can 

successfully balance.  However, any more than two 9th grade AP/Honors courses taken 
concurrently is considered an extremely challenging course load.

▪ Why are many schools across the nation limiting the number of AP and Honors 
courses students can take per year?
▪ Increased levels of student stress and anxiety

▪ Decreased overall performance

▪ Feelings of inadequacy or failure when juggling too many demands

▪ Academic demands on student time prevents them from participating in diversifying 
activities aside from AP/Honors coursework 



Frequently Asked Questions regarding AP/Honors 
Courses Continued

▪ Is it better to take a general education class and receive an A or an 
Honors/AP class and receive a B or a C?

▪ We strongly encourage all students to challenge themselves with classes that 
help them grow and develop as lifelong learners.  “Playing it safe” and avoiding 
taking any Honors or AP courses to maintain a 4.0 GPA does not strengthen your 
overall college applications.  



AP®: College Board Resources

▪ AP information: apstudent.collegeboard.org

▪ AP 2022 Exam Schedule:  https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-
ordering-scores/exam-dates

▪ College and Career Planning: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=VT-00061

▪ AP credit policy information from colleges and universities: 
www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

▪ AP Score Distributions:  https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/about-ap-scores/score-
distributions

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=VT-00061
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/about-ap-scores/score-distributions


Thank you for attending. 

Questions?

PGHS Counseling


