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Club Rush 2020: An Overview

Club President: Cayden Bloomer
Class code: gd5ljrw
Interact Club is a part of Rotary International and we help
others through community service. Interact, standing for international action, is a junior rotary club for schools. Anyone interested in helping the community and/or getting community service
hours can join.
Club President: Laurel Bowen
Class code: 3lrl7hk (L’s not capital i’s)
Senior Storybook. As a chapter of the original Senior
Storybook in New Jersey, the Senior Storybook at PGHS is devoted to creating a journal that shares the stories of senior citizens
across the world.
Club President: Lauren Julia Defensor
Class code: qbltusg

Junior Rena Go and seniors Laurel Bowen and Elle Defensor participate in a food
drive for St. Angela’s food pantry with Interact Club over the summer.

By Anneka Keller, Class of 2022
		Get excited about virtual Club Rush on Monday, September 14th

		
during homeroom! You’ll be introduced (or reintroduced) to all
		
the amazing clubs our school has to offer. Clubs will have very
limited time to tell you everything they have to offer, so in this article are quick
descriptions (provided by the club presidents themselves) and classroom codes
for each to help you learn more. From building robots to writing poetry, students
here at PGHS have a diverse network of incredible organizations. Joining clubs
is a great way to make friends with fellow Breakers and discover your passions.
Find more information about each club by joining the Google Classroom or
reaching out to the president.
Sustainability Club is a group of kids working to create an environmentally conscious PGHS community. Sustainability is the center of our focus
because in 20 years we want to live on a healthy planet, and a group full of teens
working to save the environment is the perfect way to ensure that.
Club President: Pazia Greenberg
Class code: 3l2kwme
Task Tuesday is a club that focuses on working together to achieve successful kindness for many. As a group, we help the community do good for others.
Our goal is to make a difference in our community.
Club President: Hallie Gregory
Class code: ekmuirv
French Club is available to all PGHS students, taking French or not. No
matter your level or reasoning for joining, French Club is completely open and
inclusive to anyone who would like to participate and pick up parts of the French
language and culture!

Chess Club. Meeting on Fridays at lunch, the Breakers
Chess club is the perfect place to improve your chess abilities. Using Chess.com, players can partake in friendly matches with their
classmates, even from home.
Club President: Cristopher Rosas
Class code: g5nuqmz
The BreakerBots build awesome 150-pound robots to
compete against teams from across the world. There is NO experience needed to join the team, we will teach you many skills,
whether it’s machining, computer-aided design, programming, or
electronics. Even if directly working on the robot isn’t your thing,
we have a business team that deals with outreach, graphic design,
and media.
Club Presidents: Anneka Keller and Liam Snow
Class code: y5rv62z

The NewsBreaker. Interested in journalism, photography, or our school community? Join the staff of The NewsBreaker
and contribute to the paper that keeps our student body connected (even during this time of distance learning). No prior experience necessary! Attend our first meeting online from 11:35-12:25
on Wednesday, September 16th.
Club President: Caroline Coen
Class code: uutblp4
Sea Urchin Yearbook. Play your part in the preservation
of our memories by joining the Sea Urchin yearbook staff today!
If you have creativity and/or dedication, we need your help to
make the 2020-21 yearbook live up to the Gold (and Red) Standard. No previous experience, no worries!
Club President: Caroline Coen
Class code: ui5bvqw
(Continued on page 3)
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Diversifying our Narrative
By Abdhi Jadeja, Class of 2022

		As you may or may not have known, Pacific Grove
		
Unified School District has seen the foundation of
		
its own branch of the Diversify Our Narrative movement. Diversify Our Narrative is a movement which strives to
advocate for anti-racism and “encourage a productive dialogue on
race and identity among our student bodies through the inclusion
of racially diverse, anti-racist texts in USA Schools,” according to
the official mission statement. The original movement was founded
by two students from Stanford who believe that public schools are
one of the most important channels to enact change as these institutions see a dearth of fully inclusive education. The founders believe
that public schools have the obligation and responsibility to hold
these conversations about race within their halls and seek to make
that possible by changing the curriculums to include books that
prompt discussions of race, racism and anti-racism and therefore
help schools address these critical issues.
Marianna Zoellin, a junior and the distinct leader of the PGUSD
chapter of Diversify Our Narrative, emphasized that the goal of advocating for anti-racist resources especially in Pacific Grove schools
was to “educate students on systemic injustices, provide resources
on how to actively become anti-racist, and properly represent a
diverse student body.” She discussed the necessity of exposing the
racism and everyday microaggressions that students at our school
face, concluding by stating that “overall, we just want our minority students to not feel underrepresented and shut out by both the
curriculum and fellow students.” Zoellin says that “there are one too
many students here who have discriminated against another student
for their race, gender or sexuality. I think a big focus should be to
unlearn those behaviors.”
Sophomore El Moore, the social media manager of the PGUSD
chapter, chimes in by saying that the movement “is necessary because for so long we have only learned one vision of history...which
leads to so many racist and ignorant people in our community,” and
that “by teaching students about other people, their cultures, and
their struggles we can help create a positive and educated community at our school.”
I asked some of the organizers why they joined the movement, as
well. Sophomore Chloe Coe, another organizer of the movement,
says that she joined because one of her life goals is “to help educate others on the injustices that many in our current day society
face,” and that she also wanted “to help make our school a safe
place for people of all backgrounds, ethnicities, sexualities, genders,
etc.” Junior Amelia Rodolf joined because she firmly believes that
“education shapes the values of our society,” and that “in order to
raise people who will respect others and fight for equality, we must
provide students with honest education regarding the treatment and
accomplishments of minority groups.”
As the above organizers made it clear, PGHS needs anti-racist
materials in classrooms to better the community for all students.
The goal is to combat the ignorance that, without proper conversations about racial issues that have been bubbling under the surface
for centuries, runs rampant. The ultimate goal of the movement is
to bring the long-lasting change that will result in more educated,
open-minded people who will then be aware of the multi-faceted
nature of life in the United States. With this knowledge, people will
then be able to make a decision on if or how they want to be part of
the change that is so desperately needed to address the many nationalities that make the USA what it is today.

BREAKER OF THE WEEK!

Anthony Biondi takes a swim in Carmel Valley.

Get to Know a Fellow Student:
Meet Anthony Biondi
By Emmitt Withrow, Class of 2022

		Unlike during a normal school year, Breakers have had lim-

		
ited opportunities to meet new faces and get to know fellow
members of the student body. But fear no longer! Each issue, The NewsBreaker will feature a different Breaker to help our community connect. This week,
The NewsBreaker interviewed Pacific Grove High School junior Anthony
Biondi about his experience through shelter-in-place. Like most people, he
had a pretty boring summer, as he couldn’t really do much with the closure of
so many businesses. However, Anthony didn’t let that stop him from enjoying
himself. He and his family spent a weekend at a cabin in Carmel Valley, just to
get away from all the craziness.
But unfortunately, one cannot live peacefully for long. He, along with all of
us, had to re-enter society and return to living on a computer. During the
times of social distancing, Anthony has been powering through the start of
his junior year (infamous for its difficulty) and making the most of the situation. He, along with the PGHS Leadership class, have been brainstorming fun,
collaborative activities for students despite social distancing. In fact, Anthony
is looking for suggestions from the student body (as long as they abide by the
guidelines set by the school district and state government). The best way to
make suggestions is by contacting the leadership class through its Instagram
page. Follow them at pacificgrovehigh.
But school is not the only work Anthony has recently done. He also works at
Adventures by the Sea on Cannery Row. For those of you who don’t know,
Adventures by the Sea is a local shop where people can rent bikes, kayaks, and
paddle boards.
In short, Anthony Biondi, while simultaneously juggling school work, is
helping not only his fellow students at Pacific Grove High School, but also the
surrounding community.
Last year, Anthony was also actively involved in the PGHS community. He
played Breaker football and soccer, and he ran track and field (hurdles). Anthony is not the only Breaker in his family. His older sister, Taylor, graduated
in 2019, and his younger sister, Kennedi, is a freshman this year. Of course,
his mother Mrs. Johanna Biondi works in A-Wing as the school registrar.

Even if you would not like to become an organizer, please fill out the
petition advocating for more diverse materials in classrooms here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPoZkyCTwMJeYEUk8YAKgS16IB3AjgD8SYt-dZY1mUlIgxLQ/viewform
If you would like to become an organizer, please fill out the form
below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPKnjwuRC5BkLP2KHT-BdXT1p1x_mqXjvjZKGZxCmsO707EA/viewform

Mrs. Biondi, Anthony, Taylor, Mr. Biondi, and Kennedi show their enthusiasm for Taylor’s college, Gonzaga University. Their dog, Posey, also poses.
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How are Freshmen Feeling about Starting Their High School Experience
Iman Niam also agrees that she misses “getting to hang out with [her]
Online?
friends and working on projects with [her] classmates.” However, she
By Maryam Baryal, Class of 2024
For many Americans growing up, high school is a major

life experience. It represents the last few precious moments before becoming an adult and entering the real
world. With the COVID-19 pandemic forcing schools to
continue with distance learning, many high schoolers have been robbed
of this experience.
Most students interviewed said they were fine with starting their
high school experience online, but that they would rather attend school
physically. Current freshmen Iman Naim wishes “[she] could have an
actual freshman year at the high school.” Sitting in front of a screen is not
how most freshmen expected to begin their high school journey.
Despite starting high school online, most freshmen are looking
on the bright side of distance learning. For example, a later school start
time means students no longer have to wake up to blaring alarm clocks
early in the morning and instead have a greater chance of getting their
eight hours. Freshmen also enjoy the independence that their new schedule presents to them. Freshman Ophelia Kary says, “The thing I like the
most is the breaks in between classes and how we can make our own
perfect schedule.” Students are no longer as micromanaged by the school
day as they used to be and have the time to recoup between each class.
However, most of the freshmen interviewed said they missed socializing
with their friends in person and at school. Robin Weinstein expresses
his sadness to The Newsbreaker, commenting, “I miss hanging out with
my friends. And I miss getting to know my teachers in person.” With
distance learning and social distancing, it has become very easy for the
growth of relationships with peers, teachers, and friends to stagnate.

Clubs (from page 1)
Math Club. Do you enjoy math? Do you want to participate in math
competitions or simply stretch the limits of your problem solving capabilities? If so, Breaker Math Club is the place for you! We are open to
all grade and math levels. Our first meeting will take place online from
11:35-12:20 on Thursday, September 17th.
Club Presidents: Cristopher Rosas and Caroline Coen
Class code: jzlgjw2
Mock Trial is all about gaining public speaking skills and a deeper understanding of how a courtroom and a court case work. Over the
course of the season, we pull apart a court case complete with witnesses,
attorneys and real practicing judges. Many of our trial coaches are practicing lawyers who give us great insight on the critical thinking done by
lawyers and many other professionals. Even if you aren’t interested in law,
Mock Trial is a great place to act, gain confidence, learn something new
and meet new people.
Club President: Abigail Fitzpatrick
Class code: fpqki4p
The Young Writers’ Club at Pacific Grove High School offers
students a place to practice and share their creative writing talents. The
club also publishes an annual literary magazine featuring student writing,
photography, and artwork. Here is the link to last year’s lit. magazine:
https://indd.adobe.com/view/68b2c26b-cd98-41da-a639-b9816f7d4268
Club President: Josephine Jenner
Class code: bqkyxe

also shares, “I like the breakout rooms because it gives us an opportunity to be social with our classmates even if it’s online.” The breakout
rooms on Zoom have made it possible for students to work on group
projects with their peers and talk more comfortably with each other
without the whole class listening.
During these unfortunate circumstances, the freshmen class’
mostly positive attitude is what is keeping them going. Their resilience
and their perseverance show through Ophelia Kary’s words, “Starting
high school online is difficult, but I feel like everybody can get the hang
of it, and it’s a change” that needed to happen for our own safety.

Mrs. O’Donnell checks in at an online PE class.

Breaker Science
Club Presidents: William Bennett and Sam Coutts
Class code: b2iy7ug
Civic Engagement Club
Class code: uzwplvu
Spanish Club
Club President: Yahdi Morales
Class code: zzyghp4
Model United Nations
Class code: 6qjqdpy
Play Production
Class code: atlsaau
Poetry Out Loud
Class code: z7ml33j

Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a group that is dedicated to bringing the community of Christ into our campus, or now Zoom!
In meetings, we strive to learn more about God and each other as we navigate high school. Despite what the name suggests, you don’t have to be an
athlete or Christian to join!
Club President: Molly Momberger
Class code: mtoxmlf
The Red Cross Club is a way for our student body to contribute
to the efforts of the American Red Cross Organization. This year is out of
the ordinary, but normally we are able to host blood drives on campus.
Nonetheless, and despite the circumstances, we hope to continue helping
our community however we can!
Club Presidents: Molly Momberger and Eleanor Bukhari
Class code: bcxnt6m

Breakers participate in traditional Club Rush in Main Hall at the end of
August 2019.
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The Interesting Reality of Virtual
Physical Education - Part 1

PGHS Students School Together
through Learning Pods

By Nathan Binder, Class of 2022

By William Coen, Class of 2023

As schools in California have resorted to distance
learning due to the coronavirus, there have been many
detailed and last minute decisions about how online
classes will be structured and taught. One of the biggest challenges in
distance learning is how physical education classes will be delivered to
students remotely.
In some school districts in California, such as Fresno Unified,
PE teachers anticipate that students will not have adequate space and
proper equipment (which are part of traditional PE classes) needed
for a quality learning experience. As a result, students will learn about
health and fitness, as well as drug prevention. In terms of cardiovascular
activities, the PE department at Fresno Unified will plan activities for
their students to complete online as part of the curriculum. Students
also have the opportunity to complete the cardiovascular activities on
their own time, using a fitness app as their exercise log.
Another example includes Clovis Unified, which has developed
a different approach. Students receive synchronous (live) PE instruction
every day, and students’ homework is to complete their daily workout
logs. Furthermore, students also participate in their own cardiovascular
activities, individually, or in a small group, if desired.
In Part 2 of this two part series on the state of physical education
during the pandemic, we will explore how Pacific Grove High School’s
PE department is handling the challenge of teaching their students
remotely.

A Brief Thank-You
By Caroline Coen, Class of 2021
The NewsBreaker would like to acknowledge last year’s

editors, Matthew Mendez and Oscar Scholin, for their
extreme dedication and commitment to moving our
newspaper from its previous online format (a website) to physical print
in the 2019-2020 school year. Mendez, Scholin, and our trusty advisor
Mrs. Selfridge spent precious time learning to produce the paper using
a new software system.
Unfortunately, Mendez and Scholin, who graduated with the
class of 2020, were deprived of the opportunity to see their vision
through to the end of May. After the COVID-19 shutdown last spring,
they reverted the paper to an online format, this time as an online PDF
file. Although we have started the new year distributing the paper in the
same way, I want to ensure all readers that we intend to keep alive the
legacy last year’s editors left, along with their vision for what The NewsBreaker would become.
This year’s staff plans to produce one special edition of The
NewsBreaker each semester that will be published in physical print and
distributed to the broader community. We hope to print the first in
December.
We sincerely hope that Matthew Mendez and Oscar Scholin,
who currently attend UC Berkeley and Pomona College, respectively,
are excited to see that they have left an impact on the Pacific Grove
High School community and our plans for the future. So, on behalf of
The NewsBreaker’s 2020-2021 staff, I extend a huge thank-you to our
former editors. We miss you and wish you luck in the next phase of
your lives.

As the school year progresses online, some students

at Pacific Grove High School have chosen to complete
online school together in “learning pods.” Groups of
students (generally only a few) meet at one of their homes for the online
school day. These learning pods help students remain connected and
allow them to work together on some assignments and projects. When
asked about their participation in a learning pod, multiple students
highlighted the many benefits and few disadvantages of schooling
together, along with the reasons for forming learning pods in the first
place.
Senior Nicole Poppino claimed that she works with her friend
and fellow senior Kelsey Mitchell because she does not have strong WiFi at her house. She stated that “being able to collaborate with someone”
is the “main benefit of doing online school alongside a peer.” Poppino
said that “there aren’t many” disadvantages, although she does have to
drive to the Mitchell household each morning.
Senior Gaby Giraldo similarly listed many advantages of working in a learning pod. She works with her friends and fellow seniors
Tianna Battistini and Eva Mills. The group meets together about two to
three times per week. Giraldo stated that “having other people present
forces me to focus on the schoolwork and tasks at hand.” The group of
three established the learning pod “because [they] had a lot of classes in
common” and “often pair up for group projects,” according to Giraldo.
Giraldo did not list any disadvantages of working in a learning pod.
Senior Tianna Battistini, a member of the same learning pod,
provided even more advantages of working in a group during online
school. Battistini claimed that schooling together helps students “feel
less isolated and lonely doing school work.” She mentioned that “some
human interaction” is very beneficial. However, Battistini also pointed
out one disadvantage, commenting that “when [the members of the
learning pod] are all in different breakout rooms [on Zoom],” they “can
hear everyone else’s groups.”
Senior Eva Mills, the final member of the aforementioned learning pod, chronicled multiple ways in which she gains from working
with other students. She reported that working in a learning pod “gives
[her] something to look forward to every week” and presents a manner
in which she and her friends can “make the best of [their] senior year.”
Mills admitted that “it is pretty easy to get distracted,” but students “are
bound to get distracted anywhere, be it in the actual classroom or at
home.”
Although some disadvantages must be noted, students working
in learning pods seem to primarily experience benefits. By allowing students to interact during school as they would in a classroom, learning
pods give students the gift of increased normality, an elusive characteristic of the past world that we all seek to find again.

Oscar Scholin and Matthew Mendez display the 1989 print issue of The
NewsBreaker. Their contribution to returning to print publication holds
historical significance in the Breaker community.
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Questions of the Week: Travel

Have you ever seen snow?
Yes: 85.9%
No: 14.1%

Would you rather travel by car or by
plane?
Plane: 66.9%
Car: 33.1%

163 Breakers responded to this survey. Be on the lookout on your
homeroom Google Classrooms for the next one! The upcoming theme
is music.
To which other continent do you most want to travel?
Which type of vacation sounds most appealing?
Sight-seeing in a new city: 43.6%
Relaxing at the beach: 30.7%
Europe
Going camping/on a wilderness adventure: 25.8%
52.8%
Which of the top 10 most touristed cities of the
world would you most like to visit?
Bangkok, Thailand: 3.7%
London, UK: 22.7%
Paris, France: 17.8%
Dubai, UAE: 7.4%
Singapore: 3.1%
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 1.8%
Tokyo, Japan: 26.4%
Istanbul, Turkey: 2.5%
Seoul, South Korea: 3.7%
New York, NY: 11%
Which region of the United States would you most like to
travel/is your favorite place to travel?

Asia
14.7%

Africa
11.7%
South
America
5.5 %

Australia
10.4%

Antarctica 4.9%
Have you ever been on a
cruise?
No: 69.9%
Yes: 30.1%

Would you rather travel into outer space
(if we had the opportunity) or travel everyThe Midwest: 4.9% The Northeast:
where on Earth?
28.8%
Travel everyone on Earth: 69.3%
Travel into outer space: 30.7%
The Rocky
Which of these highly-popMountains:
ulated US cities would you
The Mid-Atlantic most like to visit?
14.1%
The West:
& Chesapeake:
The Central States:
New York, NY: 53.4%
25.2%
8%
4.9%
Los Angeles, CA: 8%
Chicago, IL: 12.3%
The Southwest:
The South:
Houston, TX: 2.5%
6.1%
8%
Phoenix, AZ: 4.3%
Philadelphia, PA: 3.1%
San Diego, CA: 6.7%
Dallas TX: 4.3%
Machu Picchu (near Cuzco, Peru):
San Jose, CA: 5.5%
21.5%

Which of the New Seven
Wonders of the World do
you most want to see?

Petra (Ma’an Governorate, JorChrist the Redeemer Statue (Rio
Great Wall of China (northern
dan): 6.7%
de Janeiro, Brazil): 9.8%
China): 11%
Which is the most interesting place
you’ve traveled?
Left: Aaliyah
Medina, a
freshman, visited Jamaica in
2018-19.
Chichen Itza (Yucatan Peninsula,
Roman Colosseum (Rome, Italy):
Mexico): 3.1%
37.4%
Which is the place you’d most like to
travel in the world?
Right: Mr. Morrison (left)
went fishing with his best
friend Bo in Valdez, Alaska
when he was in high school.
nation that uses AI to illustrate the ever changing landscape of New York City! It
was created by Refik Anadol.”
-Marianna Zoellin, junior
Right: Pazi Greenberg, a
senior, poses at an ancient
archeological dig site in IsraAbove: “In 2019, I visited this el with her friends last school
super cool Machine Halluci- year.

Taj Mahal (Agra, India): 10.4%

“More than anything I would love to
go to the Valley of The Kings in Egypt,
an amazing burial [site] with dozens of
pharaohs. While in Africa, I would also
like to go to the rain forest and to the
primate sanctuaries.”
-Taylor Castellon, junior

“New Zealand.”
“Back to Kumamoto, Japan. It is my
-Kyle Lavin, fresh- mother’s home town, and her family
man
is very nice.”
“I have two places: -Chase Erickson, sophomore
India & Africa.”
“South Korea.”
-Erika Williamson, “Greece.”
-Matthew Mona- -Kira Lieberman,
senior
han, senior
sophomore
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Advice from Billy
By Billy the Breaker
		Hey Breakers! I’m ecstatic to

		
have received so many letters
		
from you requesting my advice.
Keep checking this column in upcoming issues
for a response!

Dear Billy,

I’m a freshman and I was excited for 9th grade,
but that excitement is gone. What should I do
to feel excited again?

I am sad that my friends moved, and I have no
friends. What do I do? Please help.

Sincerely,
Unenthused Underclassman
Dear Unenthused Underclassman,

Dear Billy,
How do we join clubs?
Sincerely,
Passionate Participant
Dear Passionate Participant,
What perfect timing for your question! If you
haven’t already, check out the front page of this
issue. We’ve created a complete guide to the
2020-2021 Breaker clubs, including the join
codes to get involved. Read through the list and
match your interests with campus organizations. Maybe you’ll even consider joining our
NewsBreaker staff! Have fun!
Catch a wave,
Billy

Dear Billy,

I feel your pain! I, too, was excited to rock
the Breaker stands at the football games and
absorb the high school vibes. We are all facing
the challenge of changing our expectations and
coming to terms with the new normal. Try to
discover new things to which you can look forward. Invite random classmates to meet together on a Friday night zoom call, and perhaps
you’ll make new friends. If you have a group of
kids who you’re excited to see every day online, school may become much more exciting.
Although I know it’s difficult, celebrate your
found time and try to leave the “what could
have been” mindset behind you. This is your
freshman year, so you have a lot of time ahead
of you to enjoy at PGHS once life returns to
normal. A final note: if this year’s classes aren’t
inspiring you, focus on doing your best with
the expectation that you’ll find ones that do
further down the road.
Catch a Wave,
Billy

Sincerely,
Social Seeker
Dear Social Seeker,
I am so sorry to hear about your plight. It’s
difficult when our friends move away, but the
good news is that you can always make new
ones. Developing friendships takes time and
effort, especially during this era of COVID-19.
Sometimes, the first step is bravery. Take
initiative during one of your online classes.
In a break-out room, try asking for someone’s
phone number or Snapchat. Or, if you’re feeling
shy, it may be easier to get someone’s contact
information through a group project. Then
you’re obligated to collaborate, and once the
project has ended, try texting to ask a question
or two about homework. Eventually, you’ll find
that you can begin chatting about topics that
aren’t related to school. Not all friendships are
meant to be, but I suspect that you’ll find that if
you begin virtual communication with multiple kids, you may just hit it off with a few of
them. Good luck!
Catch a wave,
Billy

Orange Skies Prove that 2020 Really is the Apocalypse

Similar appearances of California sky (left) and Martian sky (right) cause sudden rise of conspiracy theories amongst locals. Was the existence of Mars simply a myth created by scientists? Could they see the future? Were they warning us of our fates? many teens wonder.
Pacific Grove, CA - “We’re getting rid of all our toilet paper,” says sophomore Rey Avila, staring dejectedly at the pile of rolls in his driveway.
“We hoarded so much this spring, but now it all has to go. Too flammable. Such a shame.”
Breakers thought that COVID-19 was the end, but they were finally coming to terms with the fact that life could go on with this new normal.
That was before Earth turned into Mars. “Scientists have been giving us warnings all these years with their talk about Mars, claiming that it used to be
just like Earth and everything,” states junior Cali Knoop. “But I never thought the same thing would actually happen to us,” she breaks off, choking up.
But like usual, Breakers are resilient. Senior Zoe Gleason has come to terms with the apocalypse. “It’s actually liberating. Now that I know the
world’s ending, nothing really matters anymore,” she comments, leaning in closer than she should to whisper, “so I went within six feet of a sea otter on
my paddle board. I’d always wanted to see if they were as cuddly as they looked. Definitely more so than the squirrel.” She examines an angry red bite
on her finger. “The squirrel bit me. I might have rabies. But I guess it doesn’t matter, since it’s the end of the world anyway.”
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