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What Will it Take to Get Us Back on Campus?
By Nathan Binder, Class of 2022
		Distance learning works well for some but not all, and many 			
		
Breakers are eager to get back to campus and in-person learning. In PGUSD,
there have been numerous proposed plans for reopening the schools that involve hybrid
learning, which consists of half the students returning to campus for in-person learning
while the other half continues with distance learning. With cases increasing across California and the nation as a whole, these plans have been delayed. The current goal is to reopen
the schools starting in January of next year. However, the recent increase of the number of
COVID-19 infections has raised concerns about this decision.
According to the Monterey County Office of Education (MCOE), schools in the
county may begin to re-open (assuming that the school has all COVID-19 precautions
in place) only if the county reaches the “Red-Tier” for at least fourteen consecutive days.
The “Red-Tier” is one of the four color coded tiers in the “Blueprint for a Safer Economy,”
which was unveiled by California governor Gavin Newsom as a plan to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. The “Red-Tier” is defined as having a “substantial” level of risk, which equals a
case rate of 4-7 new cases out of 100,000 people per day and a 5-8% positive test rate. Currently, Monterey County is in the “Purple-Tier,” which is defined as “widespread,” meaning
the county records more than 7 cases per day out of 100,000 people with more than an 8%
positive test rate.
Once Monterey County moves into the “Red-Tier,” plans for school reopening may
proceed. For students returning to campus in PGUSD schools, the district must ensure that
all COVID-19 precautions are in place, and that schools are following all county health-department guidelines. When asked how he personally felt about students returning to campus for hybrid learning before a vaccine is available, PGUSD’s superintendent Dr. Ralph
Porras said “my first priority is student and staff safety. With a vaccine still undeveloped, if
we are to return to campuses, we have to create the safest environment for everyone, so that
we can best mitigate the spread of the coronavirus.” Additionally, Dr. Porras indicated that
his three most important safety measures needed for a safer campus for both students and
staff were “the proper use of face coverings and hand cleansing, adherence to proper social
distancing in and out of the classroom, and quick responses to any report of illness so that
we can rapidly implement our mitigation measures.” One of the most challenging aspects of
returning to campus is the regulation of social distancing among students. When asked how
schools expect to enforce social distancing among students, Dr. Porras stated that “staff will
be assisting with pedestrian traffic management in the outside areas, while individual staff
will monitor their own classroom or office.” Dr. Porras also indicated that the district has a
plan for educating students about proper social distancing practices to ensure a safe learning
environment for all students and staff.

Although we can't be at school in person, the Senior
Support Committee of parents organized a Halloween-themed night at the Monterey County Fairgrounds drive-in movie theater on October 30th so
that seniors could gather safely.
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Keeping PG Sustainable

BREAKER OF THE WEEK!

By Zoe Gleason, Class of 2021

		Sustainability Club aims to

		
provide paths towards sustainability
for both PGHS students and the community. Senior
Pazia Greenberg, co-president of the Sustainability
Club, states, “we are the generation that can save our
planet...we are doing all we can to ensure a greener
future.” While the Covid-19 pandemic has prevented
the club from meeting in person, Sustainability Club
meets online through Zoom every Thursday, brainstorming ideas on effective ways to reduce waste and
live sustainably, both as individuals and members of
the Pacific Grove community. In efforts to achieve
the goal of a more sustainable town, the club is
planning on having clothing drives to reduce textile
waste, sending out lists of zero waste brands for students and families in order to reduce the amount of
plastic waste in homes, and hosting beach clean ups
(not PGUSD sanctioned). Currently, the Sustainability Club is working to establish a local branch of the
Virginia Beach based non-profit, Planting Shade, in
order to help plant native trees in the Monterey area.
Since there is no universally-agreed definition of
sustainability, members of the club shared what
sustainability means to them. To senior Karis Myers,
co-president of the Sustainability Club, sustainability
means “cutting back on single use plastics and reducing my carbon footprint.” Sophomore Samantha
Barragan shares that “sustainability means positively
impacting the environment while minimizing personal damage on Earth.” Senior Henry Woods comments, “little efforts help to protect the environment
all add up, and I prefer to take those initiatives...
rather than being indifferent about my effect on the
environment.”
Members also shared why sustainability
is important to them. Barragan says, “protecting
and nurturing the Earth within its ecosystems...is
becoming more crucial than ever with record high
temperatures, huge rates of carbon emissions, and
growing destruction of the environment.” Woods
shares that “practicing sustainability is an obligatory
moral responsibility...teaching sustainable practices now will only encourage future generations to
continue the pattern.” Myers agrees, adding that “our
planet is extremely polluted and we as humans have
to try and clean up the Earth.”
The Sustainability Club has an upcoming beach
clean up. Stay tuned for the date!

Emily shows her Aggie pride (unsurprisingly, since UC Davis is renowned for its
veterinary school).

Get to Know a Fellow Student:
Meet Emily Keller

By Maryam Baryal, Class of 2024

		Even though she started her high school career online, 			

freshman Emily Keller is more inclined to see the glass as half full—she chooses to take an
optimistic perspective this fall.
As a student, Emily is interested in many different subjects and loves to learn. She is a
strong believer “in the idea that the teacher makes the class. The better the teacher teaches the
class, the more interesting it is.” Some of the classes she enjoys most include English, Spanish,
and Biology. Emily has always had a passion for English, and she sometimes writes stories of
her own. She even hopes to publish a book someday. Studying mythology in English class this
year has only made her love for the subject increase. When she was growing up, Emily’s mom
spoke a lot of Spanish to her, and Emily is excited to expand on her previous knowledge of
the language in Spanish class. Also, she has dreamed of becoming a veterinarian since she was
a little kid, so taking biology seems like the first step towards achieving her goal to care for
animals.
Although Emily has not been able to join many school activities in high school, she
really loves reading The NewsBreaker and “getting that glimpse of life outside of what limited
things I see and hear about during the school day.” She is a member of the PGHS Cheer Team
and is looking forward to the day she can be an active participant. Another school activity
Emily hopes to join is the swim team because she has always enjoyed swimming and has been
told that she has a natural talent for it.
The aspect of high school to which Emily most looks forward is school dances. “I can't
wait to go to my first high school dance and get the full experience,” she says. With the current
distance learning situation, however, she mostly just looks forward to attending high school in
person and experiencing “everything that comes with being a regular high school student.”

Left: In February 2020, Emily
visited the Hoover Dam.

The Sustainability Club logo, designed by senior
Tyra Domalaog and junior Marianna Zoellin.
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An Election for the Ages: 2020's
Great Race
By Abdhi Jadeja, Class of 2022
		November 3 was Election Day, but Americans did not
receive a definite projection of results of the 2020 Presidential Election until Saturday, November 8. This year saw more than
66,322,813 mail-in ballots requested across the country, with 47 million
people voting early and casting their ballots before November 3. President
Donald Trump and his administration saw their views on the election’s logistics collide with the perspective of former Vice President Joe Biden and
his team, with Trump taking a decisive stance against mail-in voting this
election and urging his supporters to vote in person to “assure election integrity” while Biden cautioned against disobeying COVID-19 guidelines
and told his supporters to prioritize their safety before all else.
The count started on November 3 with many states processing
in-person ballots first. President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike
Pence took an early lead, with Republicans seeing multiple swing states
turn red early on. On Tuesday night, Trump controlled many of the
states he had in 2016 except for Arizona, who, for the first time in twenty-four years, flipped blue and propelled Biden to a nine point lead over
the Republican president. Arizona’s loss forced Trump aides to consider
alternative routes, and they looked to the key swing states of Minnesota,
Wisconsin, and Michigan, hoping to retain leads in all three. However,
as the week progressed, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota began to
count their numerous mail-in ballots. As they did so, former Vice President Joe Biden and Senator Kamala Harris began to reduce the margin of
President Trump’s lead in these essential states.
An ill-advised move by the President, according to fellow Republican officials, was declaring an early victory on Tuesday evening. In a
speech given that night, President Trump called for vote counts to stop
and threatened Supreme Court action over the continued counting of
mail-in-ballots after Election Night. The unconstitutionality of the claim
brought backlash from government officials upon his administration as
many state governments had fought to secure mail-in voting rights for
many people and were ensuring that each and every ballot cast by November 3 would be counted, regardless of how long it took. The threat
sparked fear, as most states had reported less than 75% of results by Tuesday evening and the outcome of the election remained uncertain based on
what few votes had been counted by that point.
These same key swing states, however, soon began to flip as
mail-in votes from Democrat-leaning urban centers were counted and
added to the total. Americans watched as Democrats flipped Wisconsin,
Michigan, and Minnesota, three states that had voted for Trump in 2016.
Acquiring these states gave Biden a slim but visible lead over the current
president. Donald Trump’s path to victory then hinged on the president
holding onto the key electoral states Georgia and Pennsylvania. However,
by Thursday night, Biden and Harris were closing the margin of victory
Trump had retained. By Friday morning, Biden had narrow leads in both
states, a polarizing shift from the 2016 election.
Early Saturday morning, Pennsylvania announced a tally that gave
Biden a decisive lead in the state. The Associated Press called the Pennsylvania race at about 8:30am, projecting an electoral win for the former
Vice President and therefore giving him enough votes to propel him over
the threshold of national victory. The President Elect and Vice President
Elect delivered victory speeches Saturday night, appealing to voters of
both parties in a reassuring message of unity over division.
When looking at the results from the swing states that turned
from red to blue, a pattern emerges. The minority vote in many cities,
including the black vote in Pennsylvania and Michigan and the Latino
vote in Nevada and Arizona, were decisive in defining Biden’s slim margin of victory. Additionally, statistics show that Cuban-American and
Puerto Rican-American voters as well as black voters in Wisconsin were
instrumental in flipping that state. Democrat politician Stacey Abrams is
being hailed as instrumental to Biden flipping historically red Georgia,
with her organizations Fair Fight and the New Georgia Project registering about 800,000 new black voters in the state at the climax of an almost
decade-long effort to engage black Georgian voters who felt like they were
on the fringe of both the Democratic and Republican parties.
Electoral votes will be cast on December 14, but in addition to
this, the Trump campaign and administration has filed ten lawsuits claiming election fraud in Pennsylvania, Nevada, Michigan, and Georgia. Many
of these lawsuits were dismissed or rejected, having no solid basis according to legal experts, but the most notable ones included the suit to halt
certification of election results from Detroit, Michigan (Michigan’s largest

city which had been instrumental in turning Michigan blue this election), to stop the count of absentee ballots in Michigan, and to compel
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania’s election officials to stop counting ballots
altogether (Philadelphia is one of Pennsylvania’s largest and most
Democrat-leaning cities).
In a survey sent out by The Newsbreaker, it is evident that
PGHS accurately predicted the results of this monumental election.

PGHS Students: Who do you think will win the
2020 presidential election?
79.1%
19.9%
1%

Biden/Harris

Trump/Pence

Hawkins/Walker

Below: Caroline Coen's celebratory Biden-Harris banana muffins.

Above: Zoe Gleason's celebratory
Biden-Harris sugar cookies.

An Update on College Applications
By Anneka Keller, Class of 2022

		For all of the students here at PGHS, COVID has 		

greatly altered our high school experience, but for seniors,
the upheaval has additional impact on the college application process.
From cancelled in-person campus tours and standardized testing dates,
to distance learning grades that may not reflect a student’s true ability,
to potential fluctuating acceptance rates (resulting from the number
of students who took a gap year last year), students currently applying
to college face many extra challenges. Nevertheless, seniors this year
are making do with the hand they have been dealt and are still making
application season count.
Not all changes to the system this year negatively affect students; almost all colleges offer a test optional choice to prospective
members of the class of 2025. Of the seniors who answered a survey
created by The NewsBreaker, 53.3% of seniors said they would not
be submitting test scores as a part of their college application. This
number may even rise in the upcoming years if the current junior and
sophomore classes continue to have limited SAT testing opportunities.
On the survey, Breakers were invited to check the boxes next
to types of colleges to which they were applying. Out of the options
(MPC, the CSUs, the UCs, and private colleges), private colleges
appeared the most popular, with 71.4% of respondents checking the
box. The second most popular option was the UCs, to which 64.3% of
respondents indicate they will apply. For seniors who have yet to apply
(or even for younger students who are curious), in terms of paying for
college, sticker prices do not necessarily make private colleges unaffordable. As opposed to public schools, they offer much better merit
scholarships, so prices can ultimately be competitive with UC prices.
You can check out local scholarships on the PGHS Scholarship Calendar 2020-2021.
As its name suggests, the Common App is normally a fairly
common way for many students to apply. It allows students to apply
to multiple private and public schools all in the same place. This year,
50% of survey respondents say they are applying through the Common App. Another interesting statistic is that only 31.3% of seniors are
applying early (early action or early decision). Seniors, whenever and
wherever you have decided to apply, The NewsBreaker applauds you
for your efforts in these trying times.
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A Month to "Movember"

Pre-Movember Portraits

By Emmitt Withrow, Class of 2022

		Do you remember… the 21st century November?

		
Little reference there for you. But in all seriousness, you
should, you’re in one. And since the 21st century started, the people
have participated in many different challenges or events in the month
of November. There’s the day near the end of the month where people
stand in line for hours and trample each other to get $100 off on a TV.
There’s the day where politicians’ long stretch of throwing shade at each
other ends and the votes get counted. But there are also good challenges through which people can help others. One such challenge in which
people can participate is Movember.
The Movember Foundation is an Australian non-profit charity.
It encourages an annual November challenge in which people who can
grow facial hair grow it out completely. No matter how long your facial
hair (mustache, beard, goatee, etc) becomes, you cannot shave it until
December 1st. The foundation has been running this challenge since
2003. (So this movement is about as old as most juniors and seniors
who attend Pacific Grove High.) The Movember Foundation’s goal is
bringing awareness to men’s health, particularly prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health, and suicide prevention.
The Pacific Grove High Leadership class is encouraging people
to participate, even those who can’t grow facial hair. The class has an
online page where students, staff, and community members can donate
money to support men’s health. Participants can also send pictures of
their facial hair at the end of the month. However, the class also encourages people who can’t grow facial hair to get creative. For example,
you can cut out a picture of a mustache and take a picture of yourself with it. If you want to submit a picture and donate, type the link
https://us.movember.com on your computer. At the end of the month,
The NewsBreaker will publish the results of the Leadership class’ fundraising efforts, along with photos of people who have grown facial hair
and participated in Movember (send end-of-Movember pictures to
Caroline610319@pgusd.org). Contact the Leadership class if you have
any more questions. Much like the year, this is a month to Movember
(remember).

Mr. Buller

Mr. Morrison

Mr. Haggquist

Advice from Billy

Mr. Steinback

By Billy the Breaker
Dear Billy,
Can you participate in more than one club?

Sincerely,
Confused Club Member

Dear Confused Club Member,
Yes, you can participate in as many clubs as you would like. You can find codes
to the Google Classroom pages of all of PGHS’ clubs by searching in pghigh.
pgusd.org. Then select the Our School tab and choose Clubs. You will then see
a spreadsheet with the codes to all of PGHS’ clubs.
Catch a wave,
Billy
Dear Billy,
I would like to know what methods I can use to be just a little more productive
throughout the day.
Sincerely,
Studying to Succeed

Mr. Lackey
Dear Billy,
How should I stay positive during this pandemic?
Sincerely,
Striving Optimist
Dear Striving Optimist,
To stay positive, it can help to take things day by day and celebrate
small victories. For example, planning fun events with friends on
weekends can help one stay positive. It is possible to have a fun
experience with a friend and stay six feet apart, too. Also, try to find
reasons to laugh everyday.
Catch a wave,
Billy

Dear Studying to Succeed,
Completing lots of work in one sitting can be very difficult and often leads to
one’s productivity decreasing. A student may become distracted or unable to
focus. I would recommend creating a homework schedule. Work efficiently for
20-30 minutes, take a five minute break, and then repeat. Also, exercising can
increase productivity and improve one’s ability to focus. After completing some
homework, consider going on a run, walk, or bike ride.
Catch a wave,
Billy
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Questions of the Week: Sports

185 Breakers responded to this survey.
Which winter sport is your
Which is your favorite sport?
favorite to watch?
Basketball: 35.1%
Figure Skating: 30.8%
Football: 29.7%
Snowboarding: 30.3%
Soccer: 22.2%
Hockey: 19.5%
Baseball: 13%
Skiing: 9.5%
Which olympics do you prefer?
Bobsleigh/Luge/Skeleton: 5.9%
Summer Olympics: 50.8%
Curling: 2.7%
Winter Olympics: 49.2%
Speed Skating: 1.1%
In your opinion, is horseback
Would you consider running a
riding a sport?
marathon?
Yes: 75.7%
Yes: 48.6%
No: 24.3%
No: 51.4%
Percentage of respondents who
Do you play club sports?
have participated in the followYes: 26.5%
ing activities:
No: 73.5%
None: 26.5%
Soccer: 18.4%
Do you consider dance to be a
Basketball: 18.4%
sport?
Baseball/Softball: 9.2%
Yes: 73%
Football: 9.7%
No: 27%
Tennis: 12.4%
Do you hope to play a sport in
Golf: 4.3%
college (on a varsity or intramuCross Country: 10.3%
ral team)?
Track and Field: 16.2%
Yes: 51.4%
Cheer: 3.8%
No: 48.6%
Dance: 11.4%
Which is your favorite outdoor
Waterpolo: 7.6%
pursuit?
Swim: 14.6%
Ssimming/Kayaking/PaddleboardWrestling: 4.9%
ing: 47%
Lacrosse: 4.3%
Hiking: 31.9%
Volleyball: 13.5%
Mountain Biking: 15.1%
Horseback Riding: 5.9%

Do you value opportunities to
play sports? Why or why not?
What is your best memory from
your athletic pursuits?
“I value opportunities for sports
because sports allow me to connect with teammates, build athletic ability, and learn new skills.
Sports also provide a needed
break from sitting at a desk or at
home and is a super fun way to
spend time after school. Sports
are an important part of my life,
and I cannot wait for it to be
safe enough to resume practices/
games. Some of my best memories
from my athletic pursuits are all
the times I’ve had to travel with
teams to games because it’s fun to
spend time with my teammates off
the court/field. Some of my best
memories also come from times
when my team pushed ourselves
to the limit and improved our connection as a team and as friends.”
-Sydney Jones, 9
“Sports and competitive events
are the reason school spirit exists.
I believe all students should take
part in a sport. I remember playing Santa Cruz High-school my
freshman year of football and having our undefeated season striped
away from us in the last few minutes of the game but looking back
at the game it was one of the most

competitive game I’ve ever played in.”
- Zach Armas, 12
“I do value opportunities to play
sports because they give students an
easy way to put exercise into their daily lives. My best memory from school
sports is the middle school cross
country team winning the championship race three years in a row.”
- Rob Englehorn, 11
How old were you when you played
on a sports team for the first time?
0-3: 14.6%
4-7: 54.1%
8-11: 15.1%
12+: 8.1%
I haven’t played on a sports team:
8.1%
On a triathalon relay team,
which activity would choose?
Biking: 40.5%
Swimming: 37.3%
Running: 22.2%
How many days a week do you
exercise?
6-7 days: 21.6%
4-5 days: 35.7%
2-3 days: 26.5%
1 day: 7.6%
Less frequently than once a week:
8.6%
Are high school football games
an important part of the high
school experience?
Yes: 77.8%
No: 22.2%

VS.
Breakers Elect New Mascot in Most Contentious Race of the Century

Pacific Grove, CA - On Tuesday, November 3rd, ASB leadership counted the 500+ mail-in ballots submitted by Breakers, culminating a tense
2020 election season. In this high-stakes contest, students cast their votes for their preferred candidate to be the school mascot for the next four years.
Incumbent Billy the Breaker felt confident that he'd win the electoral college high school, a complex system of electing the mascot that doesn't make
much sense but that has been in place for centuries. "I know I'll win the senior class," he predicted on Tuesday morning. "I've contributed too much
spirit to their high school experience for them to support my opponent." Initially it appeared that Billy was indeed winning the freshman, sophomore,
junior, and senior classes, but at 2pm, a shocking change occurred. Challenger Joseph D'Amico, a PGHS math teacher, began to take the lead as the
senior class and freshman class (a key swing class) suddenly flipped by a small margin. Despite the protests of the Billy supporters, when all the votes
had been totaled, D'Amico had gathered the ten electoral votes necessary to take the election. He will be inagurated this January as the next Breaker
mascot. D'Amico owes his victory to the IM1 and AP Calculus BC student coalition, comprised of freshmen and seniors who are enrolled in his classes. As senior William Nader, an AP Calculus BC student, said, "It had to be D'Amico. He's the perfect mascot. I mean, he just exudes school spirit." In
his first address to the school as mascot-elect, D'Amico celebrated his victory, choking up with tears of joy. "I'm just so honored...I heart you all!"
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