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 Aft er a full quarter of continuous homework, study-
ing, and attending school, everyone must be feeling a sense 
of accomplishment and satisfaction knowing that they get 
a full week away from school. Th e fi rst quarter is the only 
quarter in the school year that does not off er students an 
extended period of time away from school- three-day week-
ends not included. On top of that, it is oft en hard for stu-
dents to get back into the swing of things aft er their sum-
mer vacations. Th erefore, fall break is a chance for students 
to recharge aft er a long quarter of constant schoolwork. 
 When asked whether they would be staying home, 
traveling, or doing both over fall break, about 56% of 166 
respondents answered that they would be traveling. About 
28.3% answered that they would be both staying home and 
traveling over the break, and 15.7% said that they would 
be purely staying at home. According to these statistics, 
many PGHS students said that they left  their house and 
traveled somewhere over the break. About 88.4% of 129 
respondents stated that if they traveled somewhere over fall 
break, it would not have been their fi rst time traveling since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020. 
When asked whether they prefer staying at home or travel-
ing over fall break, about 60.8% of 158 respondents stated 
that they prefer staying home, while 39.2% prefer traveling. 
Th e larger percentage of students preferring to stay at home 
is likely due to the limited time available during the break 
for travel (only one week). To thoroughly explore new 
locations, either within California, throughout the United 
States, or internationally, more time is needed to prepare, 
travel, and return. When asked what their main purposes in 
traveling over the break are, about 42.9% of 91 respondents 
stated that they would be visiting family, followed by leisure 
(35.2%), exploring new places (27.5%), and touring colleges 
(16.5%). 
 PGHS students stated their own elaborations on 
their decisions to either travel or stay at home. Sophomore 
Emily Keller says, “I prefer to travel during breaks because 
it allows me to explore new places, try new activities, and 
break away from the monotony of everyday life.”  Freshman 
Wyloe Hill states, “While travelling is fun, staying home 
and just relaxing is good for me. I usually play video games 
or read, whatever is comfortable for me.” 
 Whether you stayed at home, traveled, toured col-
leges, or visited family, we hope that the fall break provided 
a relaxing, memorable experience for everyone before the 
start of the new quarter. 

Vacation, All I Ever Wanted 
By Nathan Binder

 With Halloween slowly approaching, a list of thrillers 
and horrors is provided below to watch at home or in theaters. 

Th ere’s Something Inside Your House (NETFLIX)
Director: Oz Perkins
Cast: Ruth Wilson, Lucy Boynton, Bob Balaban
Th is adaptation tells the story of a teen girl who moves to a 
small town in Nebraska. Soon, she and her new classmates be-
gin to be targeted a by a mysterious killer who wears the mask 
of his soon-to-be victim’s face before killing them. 

Oxygen (NETFLIX)
Director: Alexandre Aja
Cast: Melanie Laurent, Eric Herson-Macarel, Laura Boujenah
Th is French survival thriller is about a woman who wakes up 
in a cryogenic pod, but does not remember her own identity 
or how she came to be where she is. 

Run (HULU) 
Director: Aneesh Chaganty 
Cast: Sarah Paulson, Kiera Allen, Sara Sohn 
Th is psychological thriller is about a disabled homeschooled 
teen who suspects her mother is keeping very dark secrets 
from her. 

Held (HULU)
Director: Travis Cluff , Chris Lofi ng
Cast: Jill Awbrey, Bart Johnson, Rez Kempton 
A couple are locked or held hostage in a vacation rental by a 
mysterious voice that commands their every move. 

Th ings Heard & Seen (NETFLIX)
Director: Shari Springer Berman, Robert Pulcini 
Cast: Amanda Seyfried, Natalia Dyer, James Norton
Th is adaptation tells the story of a couple who move upstate, 
with hopes of a fresh start, but soon suspect that their new 
house is haunted. 

Crimson Peak (NETFLIX)
Director: Guillermo del Toro
Cast: Tom Hiddleston, Mia Wasikowska, Jessica Chastain
Th is old English tale tells the story of a young woman who 
marries a wealthy man and moves to his old Gothic mansion 
in the far English hills. She soon learns that her new husband’s 
sister can communicate to the dead. 

Movies to Watch Th is Halloween
By Maryam Baryal



You’ve Been Served
By Abbey Fitzpatrick

 Our very own Pacifi c Grove Breakers varsity volleyball 
team is currently having a record-breaking season! Th e team, 
led by Coach Kyle Mountain and senior captains Leah Tulli-
us and Maia Schlining, is undefeated in league play and has 
clinched the league title for the fi rst time in 14 years. Coach 
Mountain stepped up at the beginning of the season to fi ll 
the vacant coaching position. High student turnout greatly 
aided the volleyball program in its success this season. Lead-
ership by the nine seniors on the team has brought positive 
energy to the court that has been refl ected in the team’s play 
as a whole. Senior outside hitter Summer Sebok and rightside 
hitter Fiona McFadden have been assets this season, leading 
the team in kills with 83 and 74, respectively. Since her fresh-
man year, senior Libero Sierra Gamecho has been a member 
of the varsity volleyball team. She has been picking up every-
thing in the back row this season, tallying 133 digs thus far. 
Sophomores Brianna Morgan and Caitlyn Brophy are making 
signifi cant contributions as starting players. Be sure to come 
out and support both our JV and varsity volleyball teams at 
the remaining games this season!

Winchester (NETFLIX) 
Director: Michael Spierig, Peter Spierig 
Cast: Jason Clarke, Sarah Snook, Angus Sampson
Th is horror movie tells the spooky tale of a woman who 
inherits a large fi rearms fortune and attempts to build a maze 
inside her mansion to ward off  any spirits killed by her fami-
ly’s weapons or products. 

Th e Village (HULU)
Director: M. Night Shyamalan
Cast: Bryce Dallas Howard, Joaquin Phoenix, Adrien Brody
Th is horror movie is about a village that lives in constant fear 
of the creatures living in the woods nearby. 

Last Night in Soho (in theaters October 29)
Director: Edgar Wright
Cast: Anya Taylor-Joy, Th omason McKenzie, Matt Smith
Th is thriller tells the story of a student in present-day Lon-
don who is transported at night into the body of a singer 
in the 1960s. Soon this dream of an experience becomes a 
nightmare. 

Till Death (NETFLIX)
Director: Scott Dale 
Cast: Megan Fox, Eoin Macker, Callan Mulvey 
As part of a revenge plot, a woman is left  handcuff ed to her 
dead husband, and while unable to move, she has to fend off  
two killers who come to fi nish her off . 

Th e bench rushes the court aft er a three-set win over Anzar.

Junior Matilde Romano serves at a match against Monterey.

Causing a Racket
By Anneka Keller

 Th e 2021 PGHS girls’ tennis team is making school 
history. Th e team defeated Salinas and Carmel and has been 
crowned the A-League Champions. Th e team is on a 22 
game win streak and went undefeated this season.
 Come watch the team’s senior night on Tuesday, 
October 16 at home against York. Good luck in the Central 
Coast Section playoff s to the girls’ tennis team!
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Boys’ Water Polo Photos

Above: Th e PGHS varsity boys’ water polo team poses for a picture in 
Morro Bay, California, where they competed in a tournament in Sep-
tember. From left  to right: Enzo Serpa, Owen Willis, Hazen Montgom-
ery, Forrest Scholin, Gabriel Garzaniti, Declan Ryan, Willem Miller, 
Kameron Relvas, Ronan Nardone, Oliver Wells, Masao Gonzales, Kenji 
Gonzales, Christian Cuellar, Weston Eldridge, and Niko Hubbard. 

Th e varsity boys’ water polo team before an away game.
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Senior Rob Englehorn Paints 
Mural on Campus to Celebrate 
Pacific Grove
By Will Coen

 Pacific Grove High School senior Rob Englehorn 
has painted a mural on a wall near the Student Union. The 
mural features many iconic images of Pacific Grove, includ-
ing the Pacific Grove Natural History Museum, the Lovers’ 
Point pier, and Town Hall. Englehorn thanks the many peo-
ple who have contributed to his mural, including his family, 
Mr. Kelly, who is PGHS’s art teacher, and fellow students, 
especially members of the Art Club. Englehorn also ex-
presses gratitude for the support of the school administra-
tion. 
 Englehorn is currently taking AP Studio Art. His 
mural is part of a 2D design portfolio that he will submit to 
the College Board. Englehorn is also a Boy Scout, and his 
mural is part of his project to become an Eagle Scout, which 
is the highest rank for Boy Scouts. Englehorn states that he 
painted his mural to honor Pacific Grove, a “hometown that 
[he] is so happy to have.” He adds that he wanted to “express 
[his] gratitude to [Pacific Grove] in his mural,” which he 
hopes will remind others of the greatness of Pacific Grove. 
Englehorn hopes that his mural will “liven” the PGHS cam-
pus. Englehorn has taken the art elective every year since 
entering middle school. He has been drawing “ever since 
[he] could hold a crayon.” He pursues art whenever he can 
and often paints props for local theaters.   
 Englehorn first conceived the idea of a mural in early 
August. To begin the project, he created a sketch. Mr. Kel-
ly then reviewed the sketch and provided Englehorn with 
advice. Englehorn developed a rough draft of the mural, 
which Principal Garcia approved. According to Englehorn, 
the most challenging aspect of drafting the mural was color 
selection. After finalizing the design of the mural, Engle-
horn projected and sketched the design onto the wall near 
the Student Union, which took about four hours. Eventual-
ly, Englehorn began painting the mural, which was a multi-
month long process. Englehorn says that he has spent over 
30 hours painting the mural alone. He estimates that the 
amount of time dedicated to painting by his many helpers is 
about 200 hours. 
 Englehorn says that his style of painting was “col-
lisions of color.” He attempted to avoid “hard lines,” as he 
wanted to give the mural a homely instead of blocky feel. 
Many of Englehorn’s supplies came from Mr. Kelly, includ-
ing brushes and paint. The mural is painted on a popcorn 
wall, which was a challenge. To address this issue, Engle-
horn sanded down and cleaned the wall before painting. 
Of all of the images and designs on the mural, Englehorn 
states that the trees and sky were the most difficult to paint. 
The images that Englehorn is most proud of are the Lovers’ 
Point rocks and the Pacific Grove Butterfly House (which is

located on 9th Street). According to Englehorn, the PGHS stu-
dents who contributed the most to the mural were senior Ben 
Moore and sophomores Faith Jen nings and Bernadette Razo. 
Englehorn also says that his father played an integral role in 
supporting the project. 
 PGHS students can view the completed mural on the 
wall of the cafeteria that faces Pride Place. 

Englehorn (far right) poses with fellow students in front of the mural. Englehorn’s original sketch of the 
mural’s design. 

Englehorn (second from left) stands in front 
of the completed mural with fellow seniors.

The completed mural features vibrant colors and iconic images of 
Pacific Grove. 

Advice from Billy
By Thomas Coen

Dear Billy,

What is the hardest part of going back to school after break?

Sincerely, 
Stressed Student

Dear Stressed Student, 

I would say the hardest part of going back to school is getting 
used to everything again. Classes, homework, and socializing. 

Catch a wave,
Billy
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Dear Billy, 

I am really worried about returning to school because I en-
joyed relaxing so much over fall break. What should I do?

Sincerely, 
Lackadaisical Learner

Dear Lackadaisical Learner, 

It will be hard at fi rst but once you get back into the groove 
you will be fi ne. As soon as you know it, it will be Winter 
Break.  

Catch a wave, 
Billy

Dear Billy, 

My backpack is always so heavy with books. What should I 
do? 

Sincerely, 
Overloaded Orator

Dear Overloaded Orator,

Stopping by your locker between classes can help a lot. I like 
to stop at break and lunch. Th at way I only have to carry 
around books from two classes at a time. Also, don’t bring 
books to school that you won’t need that day.

Catch a wave, 
Billy

Dear Billy, 

What is your favorite outdoor activity?

Sincerely, 
Curious Communicator

Dear Curious Communicator, 

I really love to surf! Nothing makes me more swell than 
catching a wave. I also love to bike along the beautiful coast!

Catch a wave,
Billy

Calendar of Events (October 18, 
2021 to October 31, 2021)

October 19 - Girls’ Tennis vs. York

October 19 - Volleyball vs. Watsonville

October 22 - Football vs. Watsonville

October 30 - Cross Country PCAL Championships 
at Toro Park

October 30 - Football at Scotts Valley

November 4 - Football vs. King City

Other Fall Sports: Girls’ Golf, Water Polo 

GO BREAKERS
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Our Staff
The NewsBreaker is made possible by the dedication of 
journalists and editors from the Pacific Grove High School 
student body.

Maryam Baryal
      Class of 2024

Nathan Binder
      Class of 2022

Nathan Binder is currently in his senior year at 
PGHS. He began writing for The NewsBreaker in his 
sophomore year. Outside of school and writing for 
The NewsBreaker, Nathan enjoys mountain biking 
and practicing karate.

Maryam Baryal is currently a sophomore at PGHS. 
This is her second year on staff for The Newsbreaker. 
Outside of school, she likes to listen to music, bake, 
read, and watch Netflix.

Will Coen
      Class of 2023

William Coen is currently a junior at PGHS. He is 
in his third year on The NewsBreaker staff and first 
year as an editor. He enjoys learning math at school 
and running for the cross country and track teams. 
Outside of school, Will likes to spend as much time 
as possible biking and skiing.

Anneka Keller
      Class of 2022

Anneka Keller is a senior at PGHS and this is her 
third year contributing to The Newsbreaker. Outside 
of school, she is the Team Captain for the school’s 
robotics team, volunteers at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, and likes to read.

Emmitt Withrow
      Class of 2022

Emmitt Withrow is a senior at PGHS and has been 
writing for The NewsBreaker since his freshman 
year. This year is his first year as an editor of the 
paper. He enjoys watching movies, learning about 
history, reading comics, and listening to music.

Billy the Breaker
      Class of ???

Billy is a wave. He likes to give advice, but mostly 
he takes credit for the advice written by other staff 
members of The NewsBreaker. He isn’t exactly a 
team player....

Abbey Fitzpatrick
      Class of 2022

Abbey Fitzpatrick is a journalist and photographer 
for The Newsbreaker. She is a senior at PGHS and 
this is her first year on staff for The Newsbreaker. 
Outside of the NewsBreaker, she is the PGHS year-
book editor. Some of her interests are music and 

Ishani Chowdhury
      Class of 2025

Ishani Chowdhury is currently a freshman at PGHS. 
This is her first year writing for The Newsbreaker. 
Outside of school, Ishani does robotics and volun-
teers at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. She loves to 
compose/play music, rollerblade, take artistic photos, 
and write.  

Yasser Alkhalaf
      Class of 2025

Yasser is a freshman at PGHS. He loves math and 
would enjoy discussing concepts with anyone. He is 
a member of the robotics team as well as mock trial 
and choir. He knows python and Java programming 
languages and is actively learning more about these 
languages every day.

Thomas Coen
      Class of 2025

Thomas Coen is a freshman at PGHS and he joined 
The Newsbreaker because he enjoys writing and hopes 
to improve his writing skills. He loves running, study-
ing math, and going to the beach. His favorite sport 
is cross country followed closely by tennis and golf. 
Outside of school, he enjoys watching The Office.

Nathan Jennings
      Class of 2023

Nathan Jennings is in his junior year at PGHS. For 
The Newsbreaker, he will be writing about world 
news that pertains to global affairs. His inter-
ests include swimming, fitness, hanging out and/
or playing video games with friends or his sister, 
and drawing. Nathan has been fascinated with 
writing and journalism ever since he was young. 
When he was a toddler, he’d develop brilliant cre-
ative stories and pieces, and he now takes that 
creativity to writing articles for The NewsBreaker.

Claire Qasem
      Class of 2025

Claire Qasem is a freshman at PGHS and is in her first 
year on The NewsBreaker staff. Claire plays tennis 
and basketball at PGHS. She also plays clarinet in the 
marching band and tenor saxophone in the jazz band. 
During school, she loves to say hi to everyone and 
learn about math. Outside of school, she enjoys listen-
ing to music, making things, going to Galaxy’s Edge at 
Disney, and occasionally reading comics.

Gavin Hunter
Class of 2023
Gavin Hunter is a junior at PGHS and this is his first 
year on The NewsBreaker staff. He is a member of 
the PGHS water polo team and enjoys swimming. 

Zane Coutts
Class of 2023
Zane Coutts is a PGHS junior and a first year staff-
member for The NewsBreaker. Outside of school, 
Zane enjoys playing with his dog, bodysurfing at 
Asilomar Beach, and running for the PGHS varsity 
cross country and track teams. 

Dakota Boulware       
                Class of 2024

Dakota Boulware is a sophomore and this is his first 
year writing for The NewsBreaker. Dakota enjoys 
playing video games, playing football, and hanging 
out with friends. Dakota also plays the tuba in the 
PGHS Breaker Band. 


